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HYMN: Across the Sky the Shades of Night CW 69
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 51:1-6
“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness
and who seek the Lord:
Look to the rock from which you were cut
and to the quarry from which you were hewn;
2
look to Abraham, your father,
and to Sarah, who gave you birth.
When I called him he was only one man,
and I blessed him and made him many.
3
The Lord will surely comfort Zion
and will look with compassion on all her ruins;
he will make her deserts like Eden,
her wastelands like the garden of the Lord.
Joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the sound of singing.
“Listen to me, my people;
hear me, my nation:
Instruction will go out from me;
4

my justice will become a light to the nations.
5
My righteousness draws near speedily,
my salvation is on the way,
and my arm will bring justice to the nations.
The islands will look to me
and wait in hope for my arm.
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
look at the earth beneath;
the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment
and its inhabitants die like flies.
But my salvation will last forever,
my righteousness will never fail.
HYMN: O God, Our Help in Ages Past CW 441
EPISTLE: 1 Peter 1:22-25
Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the
truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love
one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you have been
born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For,
22

“All people are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,
25
but the word of the Lord endures forever.”
And this is the word that was preached to you.
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GOSPEL: Luke 13:6-9
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing
in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did
not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down!
Why should it use up the soil?’
6

“‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year,
and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next
year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”
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HYMN: The Old Year Now Has Passed Away CW 71
SERMON
Teach Us To Number Our Days!
PSALM 90
Lord, you have been our dwelling place
throughout all generations.
2
Before the mountains were born
or you brought forth the whole world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
3
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You turn people back to dust,
saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.”
A thousand years in your sight
are like a day that has just gone by,
or like a watch in the night.
Yet you sweep people away in the sleep of death—
3
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they are like the new grass of the morning:
In the morning it springs up new,
but by evening it is dry and withered.

We are consumed by your anger
and terrified by your indignation.
8
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
9
All our days pass away under your wrath;
we finish our years with a moan.
10
Our days may come to seventy years,
or eighty, if our strength endures;
yet the best of them are but trouble and sorrow,
for they quickly pass, and we fly away.
11
If only we knew the power of your anger!
Your wrath is as great as the fear that is your due.
12
Teach us to number our days,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
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Relent, Lord! How long will it be?
Have compassion on your servants.
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,
for as many years as we have seen trouble.
May your deeds be shown to your servants,
your splendor to their children.
May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us;
establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.
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HYMN: Help Us, O Lord, for Now We Enter CW 70
HYMN: Father, Let Me Dedicate CW 75 v. 1,4
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